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Rubric categories:
• Thesis (10%)
• Content and support (60%)
• Source integration and citation
(15%)
• Grammar and mechanics (10%)
• MLA format (10%)

TERMS

• Arguable thesis statement;
Logical reasoning and
evidence
• Structure (thesis and topic
sentences)
• Clarity, organization,
grammar and spelling

Goals of the assignment:
• To showcase an in-depth
understanding of an element
of a literary text and offer
insight, interpretation and
unique argument.
• Demonstrate ability to craft a
clear, logical, persuasive
argument of textual analysis

Theory

Sharon Crowley states that Bain’s
"development of paragraphs
exacerbated the emerging tendency
of…composition theory to
concentrate on the shape of
discourse, rather than on its
contents or on the persons who
compose and read it“ (272)
Additionally, James Berlin notes that
“College writing courses…focus on
discourse that appeals to the
understanding—exposition,
narration, description, and
argumentation (distinct now from
persuasion)” (770)

Analysis
There is a contradiction in the
freedom of choice of topic with the
rigidness of form required.

Theorists:
George Campbell
“Rhetoric must be able to inform
and argue…Convincing
arguments are based upon
reasoning…” – Campbell (898)

Asking students to offer insight and
a persuasive argument about a
particular element of a text is a very
open goal which contradicts the
strict structural requirements of the
paper.

Alexander Bain
“All the principles and rules of
composition…principles
governing the structure of the
Sentence and the Paragraph” –
Bain (1147)

Recommendations

Adams Sherman Hill
“The four requisites of good
composition…Grammatical Purity
(or Correctness)…Clearness (or
Perspicuity)…Force…Elegance (or
Beauty)” (1149)
“Proper words in proper places”
(1150)

Incorporating a style similar to
Aspasia’s “rejects dominance and
submission…encourages the
partnership of intellectual equals”
and allows us to persuade, rather
than argue, “gently drawing them
[the reader] toward [our] own
point of view by means of premises
they provide and endorse" (59)
Using Kenneth Burke’s theory
encourages the student to “variously
resort to images and ideas that are
formative” to act or write
persuasively, saying that “If [the
student] does not somehow act to
tell [themself] what the various
brands of rhetorician have told
[them]… persuasion is not
complete” (1336)

DISCUSSION AND

CONCLUSIONS

CONCLUSIONS

Goals

THEORY

Assignment details (excerpts):
• Offer insight, interpretation and
argument supported by evidence
from the selected literary works
• Ensure the paper has an arguable
thesis
• Structure the paper with an
introductory paragraph that ends
with the thesis statement. Use the
topic of each body paragraph to
present a point that directly
supports the thesis.
• Use logical reasoning and
evidence from the literary text to
prove your point of argument
• Include citations from the literary
text
• Use MLA document format/style
• Clarity, organization, grammar
and spelling do count

G o a l s v. T h e o r y

GOALS

DOCUMENT

Document – Literary analysis
paper – English Literature 1
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ADVANTAGES
Bringing in Burke allows students
to find an “authentic voice”
(1184), and produce writing that
offers real insight and avoids the
“urged conformity” (1184) that
we see in most current-traditional
rhetoric assignments and their
strict adherence to structure and
form.

Utilizing Aspasia helps us to create
more persuasive arguments and
reasoning that draws readers in to
the argument, rather than being
blunt and forced.
Grid Category Analysis
Burke shows us that “there isn't
‘good’ writing, but maybe ‘better’
writing, and ‘identification’ is
‘better’ than persuasion, ‘extrinsic’
is ‘better’ than ‘intrinsic,’
‘ambiguity is ‘better’ than unity”
(1326)

Questions for
further study:
What benefit would we see in English
and Composition courses if we were
willing to open up the structural
requirements for essays in the same
way we are willing to open the topic
options?
How would student writing transform
if they were truly able to offer insight
in a flexible way, through a form that
allows them to showcase their
unique perspective and style?

